
C L A P  Y O U R  H A N D S ,  A L L  Y O U  M A I D E N S ,  A N D  B L E S S  M A R Y ,  T H E  D A U G H T E R  O F  D A V I D ,  F O R  F R O M  H E R  W O M B
D A W N E D  T H E  H O P E  A N D  L I F E  F O R  M O R T A L S ,  A N D  T H E Y  L I V E D  A N D  W E R E  R E N E W E D .  S H E  C A U S E D  T H E  S H A M E

O F  E V E ,  W H O  H A D  B E E N  C U R S E D ,  T O  P A S S  A W A Y .  S H E  W O V E  A N D  G A V E  T O  A D A M  A  G A R M E N T ;  I N S T E A D  O F
T H E  L E A V E S  H E  P U T  O N  I N  S H A M E ,  S H E  G A V E  H I M  T H E  R O B E  O F  G L O R Y .

St. George Maronite Church

While taken from the funeral rites,
this hymn has traditionally played a
recurring part in our communion
rite at the Liturgy in the Maronite
tradition. This is a profoundly
beautiful reflection on the role the
Eucharist has in our path from this
World to the Next. This hymn
reflects on the human condition –
the reference to the senses (taste,
smell, etc.) and on the spiritual
condition (our proximity or
estrangement from God). The
Eucharist is described as viaticum
or “food for the journey” that
nourishes us not only in this life on
earth but also in the journey from
this life to Paradise. This hymn is
also demonstrative of Syriac
cosmology, where our tradition
describes the afterlife as a journey
over a lake of fire on the way to
paradise. The fragrance of the
Eucharist serves as a “shield” that
fends off the flames and also
prowling demons that seek to take
a soul into Gehenna. Baptism serves
as our boat across the fire with the
Eucharist as our guide and guardian
to the place “full of life.” 

Most Reverend Gregory John Mansour
Eparchy of St. Maron of Brooklyn
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Rev. Father Aaron J. Sandbothe 
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ajsandbothe@gmail.com | 315.790.0059 

Rev. Subdeacon Dr. Mallard T. George 
Rev. Subdeacon Dr. Charles D. Machesky 
Rev. Subdeacon Charles J.R. Michael
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During the Liturgy we sing a
beautiful hymn following the
reception of Communion while
the priest performs the ablutions.
The text of this hymn comes from
our funerary tradition and is sung
during the ginnaz celebrated
before the burial. The text
translates as: 

Because I have consumed your
Holy Body may the fire not
consume me, and because I have
touched it to my eyes, may they
behold, O Lord, Your grace. Here,
O Lord, I have not been a stranger
to You, there may I not be an
outcast. Do not set me among the
goats, but make me worthy to
praise You with the lambs at Your
right hand. 

You have given me, O Son of God,
food for the journey, and when I
was hungry I partook of Your Gift,
O Savior of the World. May the fire
shrink back from my members as
the perfume of Your Body and
Blood drives it from me. May Your
Baptism be for me an unfailing
ship to transport me from the
region of fear to the place of the
fullness of life. 

From the Desk of the Pastor

A Catholic Parish of the
Antiochene Syriac
Maronite Church 
St. George Church is committed to
sharing the fullness of the Gospel and
living the richness of the Syriac Maronite
Tradition through worship, charity, and
striving for personal and communal
holiness. 

New to St. George? 
Welcome! We are happy to have you
worshipping with us! We hope that
you will soon call our parish your
spiritual home! Please contact the
parish office for more information. 

NATIVITY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD
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Parish Information
Parish Office 
6 Lebanon Terrace | Uniontown, PA 15401 
Phone | 724.437.5589
Fax | 724.437.3819
Email | info@stgeorgeuniontown.org 

Mrs. Paula Toth | Administrative Assistant
Office Hours | Tue-Fri | 1 pm - 4 pm 
Mr. Roger Bricker | Sexton
724.366.1858
Mr. Damien Zsiros | Organist
dzsiros@atlanticbb.net

Stay Connected 
Website | www.stgeorgeuniontown.org 
Facebook | @stgeorgeuniontown 
Instagram | @stgeorgeuniontown 
Remind | http://rmd.me/b?rid=58399870 
MYO Remind | myo202 to 81010
Flocknote | stgeorgeuniontown.flocknote.com

Liturgical Schedule 
Sat | 4:00 pm

Sun | 8:30 am & 10:30 am
Tue | Vespers | 6:00 pm (var)

Tu - Fri | 8:30 am 
Feasts | 7:00 pm 

Parish Stewardship
Week of 01 September 2024
1st Collection                                          $2,052.00
Electronic Giving                                      $107.00
Candles                                                         $85.00
Blue Mass Donation                                $150.00
Poor Fund                                                     $16.00

Received                                            $2,410.00
Budget                                                    $3,500.00
Difference                                         -$1,090.00
_____________________________
Stewardship | 2024 YTD
Received                                              $165,379.00
Budget                                                 $122,500.00
Difference                                       $42,879.00

Online stewardship is the easiest and most secure way of
contributing to the financial stability and health of our parish.
Please consider making your weekly or monthly contributions
online. Instructions can be found on the parish website. Thank
you for your continued generous support for St. George
Church.

This Week @ St. George

Sat | 7 Sep | 4:00pm
St. Titus, One of the 72 Disciples, Ap

+ First Responders of Fayette County
by First Responders Committee of St. George

Sun | 8 Sep | 8:30am
Nativity of the Mother of God

+Matthew Ryan John & Frank Kennedy
by Family

Sun | 8 Sep | 10:30am
+ Ian McKenzie

by Family

Tue | 10 Sep | 8:30am
St. Pulcheria the Queen, C

In Thanksgiving for Ordination | 8th Anniversary
by Fr. Aaron

Wed | 11 Sep | 8:30am
St. Theodora of Alexandria, C

Intention Available

Thu | 12 Sep | 8:30am
St. Cornelius the Centurion, M

+ Kherestine Risha
by Larry & Judy Unice

Fri | 13 Sep | 8:30am
St. Christopher, M

+ Kathryn Deeds
by Dr. Pete & Mary Gabriel

Sat | 14 Sep | 4:00pm
Exaltation of the Holy Cross
+ George Unice Jr. by Family

+ Barbara Unice & Helen Unice Durka
by Larry & Judy Unice



Parish Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

08
Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin
Mary

Liturgy | 8:30am
+ Matthew Ryan
John & Frank
Kennedy

Liturgy | 10:30am
+ Ian McKenzie
____________________
Wis 8:1-8
2 Cor 4:1-6
Luke 8:16-21

09
Sts. Joachim &
Anne, Parents of the
Virgin Mary, C

____________________
Eph 5:22-32
Luke 3:23-38

10
St. Pulcheria the
Queen, C

Liturgy | 8:30am
Pastor’s Intention
In Thanksgiving for
Ordination

____________________
1 Tim 1:18-2:7
John 13:31-35

11
St. Theodora of
Alexandria, C

Liturgy | 8:30am
Intention Available

____________________
1 Tim 2:8-15
John 15:12-17

12
St. Cornelius the
Centurion, M

Liturgy | 8:30am
+ Kherestine Risha

____________________
1 Tim 3:14:4:5
Matt 22:35-40

13
St. Christopher, M

Liturgy | 8:30am
+ Kathryn Deeds

Holy Cross Vespers
& Potluck | 7:00pm

____________________
1 Tim 3:14-4:5
Luke 6:31-38

14
Exaltation of the
Holy Cross

Liturgy | 4:00pm
+ George Unice Jr.
+ Barbara Unice &
Helen Unice Durka

____________________
Exodus 17:8-15
1 Cor 1:18-25
John 12:20-32

15
1st Sunday of Holy
Cross
St. Shaina, C
St. Sassine, M

Liturgy | 8:30am
+ Richard (Rick)
Davidson & Agnes
(Aggie) Almes
+ Rose Ritchey
Simon

Liturgy | 10:30am
+ Bernard T. John
____________________
Deut 17:14-20
2 Tim 2:1-10
Mark 10:35-45

16
St. Cyprian, Bishop
of Carthage, M

____________________
Phil 1:1-12
Luke 21:10-19

17
St. Sophia & Her 3
Daughters, M

Liturgy | 8:30am
Intention Available

Vespers | 6:00pm
Bible Study | 6:30pm

____________________
Heb 12:1-9
Mark 4:24-32

18
The Flight of the
Lord Jesus to Egypt

Liturgy | 8:30am
Intention Available

____________________
Rev 2:1-7
Mark 9:38-50

19
St. Januarius, M

Liturgy | 8:30am
Intention Available

____________________
Rev 2:8-11
Mark 10:17-22

20
St. Eustatius & His
Wife & Children, M

Liturgy | 8:30am
Intention Available

____________________
Rev 2:12-17
Mark 10:28-31

21
St. Quadratus,
Bishop of Athens, M

Liturgy | 4:00pm
+ George Unice Jr.

____________________
Rev 2:18-29
Matt 20:1-16

22
2nd Sunday of Holy
Cross
St. Phocas & His
Companions, M

Liturgy | 8:30am
+ Elias G. & Harriet
Rafail

Liturgy | 10:30am
+ Thomas “Duke” &
Amy George
____________________
Joel 2:1-16
1 Cor 15:19-34
Matt 24:1-14

23
Jonah the Prophet,
C

____________________
Rev 3:1-6
Matt 10:16-22

24
St. Thecla, the First
Woman Martyr, M

Liturgy | 8:30am
Intention Available

____________________
2 Cor 10:1-7
Matt 25:1-13

25
St. Paphnutius the
Confessor, C

Liturgy | 8:30am
Intention Available

____________________
Rev 3:14-22
Matt 12:29-32

26
St. John the
Evangelist, Ap

Liturgy | 8:30am
+ Philip Michael

____________________
Rev 4:1-11
Matt 12:33-37

27
St. Vincent de Paul,
C

Liturgy | 8:30am
+ Fred “Hawk” David

____________________
Rev 5:1-10
Matt 12:38-42

28
St. Chariton, C

Liturgy | 4:00pm
+ Kherestine Risha

____________________
Rev 6:9-17
Matt 12:43-45

29
3rd Sunday of Holy
Cross
St. Romanos, or
Rouhanna the Cantor, C

Liturgy | 8:30am
+ Helen & Dan
Zamora

Liturgy | 10:30am
+ Kherestine Risha
____________________
Dan 7:9-14
Phil 3:17-4:1
Matt 24:23-31

30
St. Gregory the
Illuminator, M

____________________
Rev 7:9-17
Matt 24:32-44

01 OCT

Liturgy | 8:30am
Intention Available

Vespers | 6:00pm
Bible Study | 6:30pm

____________________
Rev 10:1-11
Luke 6:20-26

02
Sts. Cyprian &
Justina, M

Liturgy | 8:30am
+ Loretta M. Joseph
& Family

____________________
Heb 10:32-39
Matt 24:3-14

03
St. Dionysius the
Areopagite, C

Liturgy | 8:30am
+ Kherestine Risha

____________________
Rev 12:1-12
Luke 21:34-38

04
St. Francis of Assisi,
C

Liturgy | 8:30am
+ Fred “Hawk” David

____________________
Rev 13:1-18
John 5:17-23

05
St. Paul the Simple,
C

Liturgy | 4:00pm
+ Philip Michael

____________________
Rev 14:1-13
John 5:24-30



Welcome! 
We wish a warm welcome to all our visitors and to
those who already call St. George home. We are
happy to have you worshipping with us. Please
feel free to introduce yourself to the parish clergy.
We hope you will soon make St. George your
spiritual home!

Parish Events, Happenings, & Announcements 

Nativity of the 
Mother of God

Second Collection
A second collection will be taken the weekend of 8
September for The Catholic University of America.

Feast of the Holy Cross
We will celebrate the Feast of the Holy Cross
with Vespers, traditional bonfire, and potluck
reception on Friday, 13 September at 7:00pm.

Faith Formation
There will be a mandatory Parent-Catechist
Meeting at 9:30am on Sunday, 15 September.
Catechists and students will receive a blessing for
the new academic year during the 10:30am
Liturgy. 

Faith Formation classes begin on Sunday, 22
September. All school age children are expected
to be enrolled and regularly attending
Faith Formation, participating in the MYO, serving
the Liturgy (for boys), or in other roles during and
outside the liturgy (for girls).

Bible Study
Our Bible Study Program meets twice monthly for
Vespers at 6:00pm followed by Bible Study at
6:30pm. Our new Bible Study Program will
continue on Tuesday, 17 September and will
cover the Bible Timeline, The Story of Salvation.
The full schedule for the year is included in the
bulletin. Please invite your friends!

Uniontown Rosary Walk
The Annual Rosary Walk will be held on Sunday, 15
September at 2:00pm.



Prayer List
Michelle Sante | Lynda Handlin | Teresa Rogers |

Aliya Davis | Kimberly Steinmiller | Patty Benson |
Leonard W. Neill II | Davey Rusko | Jim Delgreco |

Joan Mickey | Josette Shady Abi-Nader |
Brooklynn Dennis | Gina Michael | Cookie Shady
Benson | Tammy McKenzie | Kamberly George |

Lorraine Guynn | Eileen Crutchman | Barb
Howard Misiak | Helen Adams | Tanya Loring

Kizner | John Mansberry | Donald George | Larry
Hicks | Subdeacon Mallard George | Joe Joseph |

Gerry Dawson | Jodi Zelina Paul

Memorials
Sanctuary Light 

James & Ann Mullen 
by Family

Altar Candles   
Subdeacon Tom & Amy George

by Alan & Marsha George & Family

Altar Bread & Wine 
Ellwood, Freda, & Michael Kelly 

by Sherry, Ellwood, Mary, & Families

Sacramental & Pastoral Care

Mysteries of Baptism and Chrismation 
Sacramental Preparation is required before a baptism can be scheduled. 

We encourage this to happen before the birth of a child.

Mystery of Crowning 
Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance. 

Marriage Preparation is required as part of the process.

Pastoral Care for the Sick 
If a loved one is hospitalized, ill, or homebound, please call or email the Parish Office. 

For emergencies, please call Father Aaron directly at 315.790.0059.

Religious Education 
Faith Formation for both Children and Adults will be available during the academic year.

Confessions 
Confessions are held on Saturday from 3:30-3:55pm or by appointment.

Collection Counters & Lectors
We are in need of volunteers for collection
counters and Old Testament Lectors, and
substitutes as well. Willing and interested parties
are asked to contact the Parish Office.

Liturgy Intentions
Liturgy Intention scheduling can be made by
contacting the Parish Office or in the binder in
the narthex. If you would like to schedule a liturgy
for a living or deceased loved one or any other
intention, please contact the parish office, send a
note via mail or collection basket, or email. If you
have already scheduled a specific or recurring
monthly or yearly liturgy, please remember to
send in your stipend before the liturgy is
celebrated.

Stewardship
The Eparchy has raised our monthly parochial
assessment and our annual Lenten Bishop’s
Appeal. Please prayerfully consider how you can
help our parish to continue meeting our
obligations to the Bishop and the Eparchy.
Scripture tells us that ten percent of everything we
have should be used for the glory of God and the
benefit of others, and we suggest that 5% of your
tithe be given to the parish in your offertory
donations, 1% be given to the Eparchy in the
Lenten Appeal, and the remaining 4% be given
to charities of your choice including our capital
campaigns and building fund.



Maronite Youth Organization
All youth in Grades 6-12 are encouraged to sign up
for MYO. Please call or text Subdeacon Chuck
Michael at 724.323.4653. Also, please sign up on
Remind to keep up to date with any MYO events
and announcements by texting @myo202 to
81010. To be eligible for any Parish Scholarships, or
to be recommended for any NAM or Eparchial
awards, a child must be a regular communicant at
Sunday and Festal liturgies and an active
participant in the MYO/Faith Formation program.

Rosary Garden Revitalization 
Our ARS Rosary Garden and Grotto is nearly 25
years old and in dire need of revitalization,
replanting, and a refocusing to beautify the area
and also provide security to the campus. If your
family has a current memorialization in the garden
please see Fr. Aaron or if your family would like to
contribute to the revitalization project and would
like to make a memorial please see Fr. Aaron or
Donna George.

Area Events and Announcements

House Cleaner Needed
An elderly handicapped gentleman would like to
hire someone to clean his apartment once a week
or twice a month. He is in a motorized cheelchair
and needs someone to freshen up his apartment,
clean and arrange shelves and refrigerator, and
run the sweeper and dust. If interested, or know
anyone interested, please call Charles Conko,
724.438.0711 or the parish office.

St. John’s Annual Car Show
St. John the Baptist Byzantine Church is hosting
its 18th Annual “Classic Car and Truck Show” on
Sunday, 22 September from 12pm-4:00pm. They
are in need of door prizes, Auction items, and
donations. Please save the date!



Maronite Happenings around the States
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